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work would have the same value as the elaborate " refutations "
of great thinkers which painstaking opponents publish from
time to time. " Les gens que vous tuez se portent assez bien,"
asMoliere remarks. Sorelism remains, partly as one of the most
cutting, penetrating indictments of bourgeois Liberalism at
its worst, not merely as regards its practical achievements, but
especially in its " smugness," in " the spiritual fat, which
covers the complacency of our mass democracies," for which
condition " the optimistic pantheistic progress philosophy of
the nineteenth century is responsible." l Sorel endeavours to
stab broad awake the spirit or the coming proletarian genera-
tion by showing it a hard, narrow path, to climb which one
must be " a disciplined ascetic fired with an ideal which one
would give one's all to achieve." Life is not an ordered steady
advance ; it is a march to deliverance. There is no commanding
of success, but at any rate you must first deserve it. Sorelism,
in other words, offers to the proletariat a dynamic, the value
of which it is as futile to deny by elaborate argument as to
question, because of their logical flaws, any of the great myths
for which men have died.
********
Sorelism, however significant, does not exhaust Syndicalism
either in its theory or in its practice. We have alluded at various
times to the vigorous writings of Sorel's chief disciple, Edouard
Berth,2 more powerful perhaps as a critic of bourgeois society
than as a builder of a new world, but a singularly stimulating
and penetrating thinker. But Syndicalism is, after all, a mode
of action even more than a doctrine, and it is in the activity of
the workers rather than in books that its true expression is to
be found. Its record is, however, disappointing: a number of
strikes, particularly between 1906 and 1910, led to no very
definite results ; a certain amount of anti-militarist propaganda
on " Herveist " lines was shown by the war to have exercised
1  We regret we are unable to trace this quotation.
2  Chief works : Les derniers Aspects du Sodalisme (1908), Les Mtfaits des
Intellectueh (1914), Guerre des Etats ou Guerre des Classes (1924), La Fin
d'une Culture (1927). Berth is now virtually a communist, after having, like
Sorel, gone through an " Action frangaise" stage.
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